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April 24, 2002

For Immediate Release:
TUITION HIKE. ROOM AND BOARD RATES TO BE CONSIDERED BY EIU BOT
CHARL ESTON - Interim President Louis V. Hencken plans to ask Eastern Illinois
University's Board of Trustees to approve an additional 3.5 percent tuition hike for the coming
school year.
He will make that request when board members meet for their regular quarterly meeting
at 8:30 a.m. Monday, April 29, in the University Ballroom of the University Union. The meeting
is open to the public.
The university's appropriated budget for FY 2003 - even after a 5 percent tuition
increase approved by the board in October 2001 and revenue from a planned additional 50
students - will be $633,000 less than the budget for the current fiscal year. The university also
will have to take into account the increases in cost of insurance, library books and extra
operating costs.
A 3.5 percent tuition hike is estimated to add $1.3 million to Eastern's operating budget,
allowing Eastern to do four things, including continuing to offer the courses students need in
order to graduate in a timely manner. In addition, the university will be able to put money back
into equipment, put money in deferred maintenance and to create a fund (to be managed by the
Office of Financial Aid) to help offset expenses for students who are unable to meet the
projected increases in tuition.
All of Eastern's students, regardless of class standing, are charged tuition by the hour,
and the 3.5 percent increase equates to an additional $3.70 ($3.85 for graduate students) per
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semester hour. The cost for Illinois residents (undergraduate) would increase from $104.75 to
$108.45 per semester hour, while the cost for graduate students would increase from $110.35
to $114.20.
A full-time student is considered one taking between 1 2 and 1 8 semester hours of
credit.
In addition to a tuition hike, trustees also will consider an increase in housing rates for
the 2002-2003 school year. If approved, room and board ra�es for students living in Eastern's
residence halls and Greek Court will increase between $117 and $132 per semester, depending
upon the meal plan chosen. The proposed room and board rates will range from $2,265 per
semester for the 5 Plus meal option to $2,553 per semester for the 15 Plus meal option.
The four meal plan options each permit students a specified number of dining center
meals per week, plus a specified number of "dining dollars" which can be used to buy extra
meals in any dining center, make purchases at Eastern's Food Court in the University Union, or
provide dining center meals to guests (when accompanied by that student).
Students living in University Apartments are expected to see an increase of $10 per
month, with rents ranging from $323 to $364 per month. And the per-semester-cost (fall and
spring) for upperclassmen living in University Court apartments will range from $1 ,956 to
$2,656 after increases of $66 to $90.
The Board also is expected to give its stamp of approval to a $5-per-semester concert
fee, effective Fall 2002. Earlier this year, 1,702 members of Eastern's student body voted in
favor of this fee; 169 voted no.
Following the results of this referendum, additional support came from both the Student
Tuition and Fees Review Committee and the Student Senate. The fee, once approved by the
BOT, will provide for a concert budget that will help provide EIU students with the resources
that are needed to attract current concert entertainment while keeping ticket prices affordable
for most students.
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